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The American Red Cross and the Boy Scouts of America have worked together for 
years, demonstrating an ongoing commitment to readiness education. A couple of the 
ways that they can help Cub Scouts is with earning the Webelos Readyman Activity 
Badge and the BSA Emergency Preparedness Award for all ranks. Call Valerie Lunasol 
(Education Coordinator) at 393-3500 Extension #212 for more information. 







The Iowa City Police Department recognizes and appreciates the value of a good working relationship 
with our citizens. Officers are available to speak with civic organizations or other groups, provide tours 
of the police department, and conduct community relations functions and activities. Call 356-5275 to 
talk with an officer. Give them a list of the achievements that you would like to complete and schedule 
a meeting time. 


The following are a few of the rank activities that the Police Department can help Scouts earn. 
Tiger Cub - Achievement #2G, "Where I Live" 
Wolf Scout - Achievement #4, "Know Your Home and Community" 
Wolf Scout - Achievement #9, "Be Safe at Home and On the Street" 
Wolf Scout - Achievement #12, "Making Choices" 
Bear Scout - Achievement #7, "Law Enforcement is a Big Job" 
Webelos - Citizen Activity Badge, Requirements #9 and #14 







The Old Capitol Coin Club would like to promote coin collecting by educating our youth  
in the field of numismatics. There are several achievements and electives in collecting 
for Cub Scouts, and the Boy Scouts can earn the Coin Collecting Merit Badge. 


Tiger Cubs: (Collecting and Other Hobbies) - Elective #16 
Wolf Scout: (Start a Collection) - Achievement #6 
Bear Scout: (Collecting Things) - Elective #22a, b and c 
Academics Belt Loop and Pin 


Contact:
Tom Robertson 
319-351-2512
tdrobertson1@juno.com







Homepage - http://www.crew1024.org 


John Bloodgood - kablood@netins.net 


Rod Martens - RandM2Frogs@aol.com 
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PROMOTING 
     PUBLIC


INTEREST AND 
EDUCATION 
IN 


ASTRONOMY AND
RELATED 
SCIENCES  


 


�ank you for your interest in astronomy and 
the Cedar Amateur Astronomers. �e 
CAA was founded in 1979 as the Cedar Valley 
Astronomers and in 1981 was incorporated 
as a nonprofit organization and renamed the 
Cedar Amateur Astronomers, Inc.   


In 1987, in cooperation with the Linn 
County Conservation Department, 
the CAA broke ground at Palisades-Dows 
Preserve for outdoor concrete observing pads, 
walkways and a parking lot.  �e first building, 
with a 16-foot dome, was completed in 1991 
followed in 1997 by a second building featur-
ing a roll-off roof.   


In 2008, the CAA and the Linn County 
Conservation Department completed the 
Eastern Iowa Observatory and Learn-
ing Center (EIOLC).  �e 4,600 square-foot 


The premier astronomy center in Iowa…
Learning Center contains a classroom, large 
presentation room, catering kitchen, bath-
rooms, exhibit areas, and two attached domed 
observatory buildings.


 �e CAA currently has more than 100 
members.  Over 100 visitors attend the free 
Public Observing Nights hosted monthly 
by CAA members, 
and  many  people 
request and attend 
arranged programs 
and other special 
presentations 
ranging from scouting groups to school and 
community groups.


�e CAA is a member society of the 
Astronomical League and NASA’s Night 
Sky Network.


A Unique Opportunity In 2003, The University of 
Iowa, in collaboration with the UI Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, donated a rare and valuable, research-
grade Boller & Chivens telescope to the Cedar Ama-
teur Astronomers. This remarkable 24-inch Cassegrain 
telescope, built in 1963, was originally installed at The 


Universityʼs Hills 
Observatory lo-
cated between the 
communities of 
Hills and Riverside 
where it served 
as their primary 
teaching and 
research optical 
telescope until the 
early 1990s.


Charter
�e CAA promotes astronomy 
and related sciences through 
educational programs, presenta-
tions,  guided observing sessions 
and special programs made avail-
able to community organizations, 
scout-  ing troops, church groups, 
schools, colleges,  universities and 
the general public.


Public Nights
�e Cedar Amateur Astronomers 
host public nights at the EIOLC 
each month which include 
astronomy-related educational 
programs, observing sessions, and 
supervised access to permanently 
mounted telescopes, including 
the centerpiece 24-inch Boller & 
Chivens telescope.


Telescopes
�e 24-inch Boller & Chivens 
Cassegrain telescope donated 
by the UI Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy
A 16-inch Meade LX200 
Schmidt Cassegrain telescope 
operated as a “robotic” telescope  
A 16-inch Celestron Schmidt 
Cassegrain telescope donated 
by the UI Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy
A 6-inch refracting telescope 
Two 40 mm Coronado PST 
Solar  H-Alpha telescope.
A 90 mm H-Alpha Solar 
telescope
Several Dobsonian Telescopes 
(8, 12.5, and 17.5 inch)
Various smaller telescopes


Meetings
In addition to observing sessions at Pal-Dows Preserve, 
the CAA meets at 7 p.m. on the first �ursday of each 
month at the St. Luke’s Hospital Resource Center, 
located at “A” Avenue and 11th Street NE in Cedar Rapids just east of 
the hospital.  �ese meetings usually begin with a program followed by 
a business meeting and the public is welcome to attend.







The Cedar Amateur Astronomers have created programs to help Cub Scouts earn their 


Astronomy Academics Belt Loop/Pin and Boy Scouts earn the Astronomy Merit Badge. Bring 


your den or entire pack out to the Eastern Iowa Observatory for an educational evening. Mail in 


the Visitor Reservation Form below or call Jim Jezek at 550-0158 for more information. Please 


give these CAA volunteers at least 4 to 6 weeks notice of your desired class or tour date. 


Eastern Iowa Observatory and Learning Center 


       Cedar Amateur Astronomers          
Group Visitor Reservation Form 


GROUP NAME:   


Club or Organization, Grade Level of School Group, Ages, Other Useful Information 


SPONSORING ORGANIZATION:   
Business, Social Organization, School, Church etc. if applicable 


CONTACT PERSON: ______________________________________________________________________
Please complete information below and insert (P) for preferred method of contact.


EMAIL ADDRESS: (   )_______________________________ CELL:  (   ) ______________________________


 Home Phone: (   )  ___________________________             Work Phone: (   ) ____________________________ 


 MAILING ADDRESS: (   )_____________________________________________________________________ 
    Number & Street


             ________________________________________________________________________
                 City, State & Zip Code – to be used for correspondence related to visit


PRIMARY DATE REQUESTED:    Start Time:  End Time: 


Should be at least four weeks from today's date, unless there has been prior discussion for earlier date 


ALTERNATE DATE REQUESTED:    Start Time:  End Time: 


In the event the requested date is already reserved or unavailable due to an Observatory Event.


ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VISITORS:


 Children under age 18: _____________  Adults:  ______________Total in Group:______________ 
          Suggested minimum of 1 adult per 10 children under 18


TABLE/CHAIR ARRANGEMENTS:  (To handle number of visitors indicated above) 


  Tables/chairs facing speaker (Default set-up for 72 or less) 
  Chairs only, facing speaker   (Default set-up for 73 or more) 
  Other arrangement as discussed _______________________________________ 


PROGRAM/SPEAKER AND SPECIAL REQUESTS


  Request Typical CAA Program 
  No Main CAA Speaker, but CAA Introduction, Tour, Observing as available 
  Other Special Requests as Discussed __________________________________________________________


           Merit Badge workshop, School Curriculum Topic or Project, Special interests, etc.
NOTE: Programs will include a tour of the facility and explanation of the telescopes and telescopic viewing if weather 


cooperates. Length of visits varies depending on the group and viewing conditions but averages one and one half hours.  


FOOD: (All food must be arranged for by visiting group)____________________________________________ 


   None planned    Snacks only     Catered Meal    Other:________________


FEES:  ($2 per visitor minimum)


   Full fee sent to:  CAA,  PO Box 10786,  Cedar Rapids, IA 52410


   Reservation fee of $30 sent to above address, balance due at event 
   Other arrangements made____________________________________________________________





		Linn_Cty_Observatory

		Science_Station.pdf









